November 3, 2011

Proposal to Ban Paul Carnes and Syndey Sherell from Speaking for Occupy Boston and the
General Assembly.

Whereas Carnes and Sherell have previously been banned from the Financial Accountability Working
Group (FAWG) for inappropriate handling of funds and unsavory behavior, and

Wheras Carnes and Sherell have already been brought before mediation and were asked to cease and
desist actions on behalf of Occupy Boston, and

Whereas Carnes went to Occupy Cleveland, claiming to have been sent from Occupy Boston, and to be a
representative of the National Lawyers' Guild, and attempted to claim vertical leadership there, much like
he did here, and

Wheras Carnes and Sherell passed out a flyer at camp dated November 2, 2011 that was not approved
by the GA, the Media Working Group that issues releases, or any form of consensus with the movement,
which read: “Occupy News: Occupy Boston Resolves Legal Dispute. Last night the General Assembly
welcomed Paul Carnes and Sydney Sherell back to Occupy Boston with open consensus-hands followed
by an announcement by the Financial Accountability Working Group (FAWG) of Occupy Boston. The
announcement stated that Carnes and Sherell have reached an agreement with members of the financial
working group on behalf of Occupy Boston to work out their differences after weeks of a communication
break-down and an intensive mediation lead by the attorney David Kelston. Over 150 news articles and
blog post were written about this issue alone...When Carnes and Sherell took to the stage at General
Assembly, it was clear tat lessons have been learned, their motives were pure at heart, and they truly
care aout the occupation... The goal is to unite together and fight for what we believe, in solidarity for the
good of us all. Both Carnes and Sherell came to an agreement with Occupy Boston to do just that. All is
live and well in Occupy Land,” and

Wheras Carnes and Sherell have set up a series of fraudulent fundraising sites purporting to be for
Occupy Boston but are not part of FAWG, and

Whereas Carnes has attempted to remove previously published information about his unsavory activities
from the Occupy Boston website, and

Whereas Carnes and Sherell have shown repeatedly that they have no respect for horizontal democracy,
or the wishes of the General Assembly, and are still attempting to manipulate both Occupy Boston and
the people outside of the movement,

Therefore, this ad-hoc group of concerned individuals proposes the General Assembly of Occupy Boston
agree by consensus to not allow Paul Carnes to represent Occupy Boston, speak for Occupy Boston or
the movement in any way, or handle any supplies or finances attached to Occupy Boston in any capacity.
Should Paul Carnes or Sydney Sherell attempt to speak for the movement or Occupy Boston again,
further releases and proposals will be issued to make it clear they are not representatives of Occupy
Boston.



The reasons for this proposal are as follows:

- Paul volunteered to sign up for the EIN and DBA for Occupy Boston. After this happened, Paul avoided
contact with both the GA and the Financial Accountability Working Group (FAWG) when asked to
respond to allegations of fund misappropriation.

- Paul founded a clandestine, non-GA-approved group called "Stealth". The purpose of "Stealth" was
supposedly "to protect camp". Paul claimed leadership of Stealth, and the approximately seven members
of Stealth were instructed to report to him, rather than the GA. Without approval of the GA or the Financial
Accountability Working Group (FAWG), Paul used Occupy Boston funds to purchase uniforms and
supplies for Stealth. An estimated $1400 in funding was misappropriated by Paul for the purposes of
clothing and supplying Stealth.

- Paul told members of the Food tent that the GA had authorized Paul to handle all Food-related funding.
This was a lie.

- Paul told members of the Media working group that he had been given approval to have all of the
passwords to things like the website, the twitter, the server, et cetera. This was a lie.

- Paul controlled OB monetary donation boxes, and took funds from them --without keeping a ledger -- in
order to purchase clothing, food, cell phones, and other items for himself. Once FAWG became aware of
Paul's misappropriation of funds, FAWG inventoried funds under Paul's immediate control and discovered
that thousands of dollars were missing. Among the many purchased items for which he turned in receipts
were a hot fudge sundae from McDonald's and one hundred dollars worth of non-itemized food from a
restaurant in Chinatown.

- Paul implemented a separate, unauthorized donation box in order to siphon donation funds from
authorized donation boxes into his own possession.

-During a meeting in which Paul and Sydney were asked to be transparent with FAWG and other
members of OB, they refused to do so. They both waffled back and forth about how much money was

in the credit union account that they then controlled, first saying that it was empty, then saying that it
contained money. When they were asked about their having said two completely different statements
regarding the amount of money in the account, they again claimed that there were no money in the
account.

-During this meeting, Paul was asked to clarify his views on horizontal democracy, a key component of
our movement. He openly acknowledged that he doesn't respect horizontal democracy, both as a general
concept and in regard to OB's finances, and acknowledged that he was attempting to claim vertical
leadership.

- After Paul and Sydney failed to hold themselves accountable to FAWG and OB, they were kicked out of
FAWG via a 14-1 consensus (the one "no" vote was Paul's).

- After being removed from FAWG, Paul approached a local teacher's union and attempted to organize

a fundraiser under the name "Donate Occupy." This fundraiser was not cleared with OB's GA, FAWG,

or any other working group or faction within OB, and the teacher's union cancelled the fundraiser once it
became clear that Paul was attempting to raise unauthorized funds.

-Paul visited Occupy Cleveland. He claimed to have been sent from Occupy Boston, and to be a
representative of the NLG, or National Lawyers' Guild. He attempted to claim vertical leadership there,
much like he did here. Occupy Cleveland disavowed themselves of Paul Fetch.

The above section was deleted because it is incorrect. Paul was not
allowed to rejoin the FAWG. That was not part of the agreement.
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-Paul "Fetch" Carnes is reportedly heading to other occupations in other locations, including ones

in Florida and the original Occupy Wall Street movement in New York. If we do not publicly disavow

Paul and his behavior in a definitive way, we essentially allow him to represent us- to defraud other
organizations in our name. This is a huge problem, both legally and morally.

-Yesterday, Paul "Fetch" Carnes passed out a flyer at camp dated November 2, 2011 and

entitled "Occupy News: Occupy Boston Resolves Legal Dispute." He didn't sign the letter, essentially
making it look as though the letter was written by the group as a whole, rather than just being from him.
Among the most egregious portions of the flyer: "Last night the General Assembly welcomed Paul Carnes
and Sydney Sherrell back to Occupy Boston with open consensus-hands," and, "When Carnes and
Sherrell took to the stage at the General Assembly, it was clear that lessons have been learned, their
motives were pure at heart, and they truly care about the occupation," and, "Both Carnes and Sherrell
came to an agreement with Occupy Boston... All is live and well in Occupy Land." None of this was
agreed upon and/or ratified at GA. The fact that Paul wrote and disseminated this letter shows that he
has no respect for horizontal democracy, or the wishes of the General Assembly, and is still attempting to
manipulate both Occupy Boston and the people outside of the movement.

-He continues to harass and annoy members of the media team with demands that our GA-ratified
statements about him, as well as summaries of his history within Occupy Boston, be taken off of the
website. He has done this as recently as late this morning.




















